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Fig. 1 Monthly variation of 20
caught Scylla megalopa in
the average number per

day. Error bars represent 1
SD., n=5.
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Fig. 2 Species composition 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11

of three Scylla megalopae.
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Table 1 Comparison of features among three species of Scylla

S. olivacea S. paramamosain S. serrata
Common name Red claw White claw Color claw
Frontal spine Blunt Sharp Medium
Carpus spines One Two Two
Body color Ferruginous brown Light to dark grayish green Light green
Polygonal marking No Only on last two pairs of limbs On all limbs
Maturity size Small Medium Large
Behavior Fierce Tame Moderate
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Fig. 3 Growth curves of Scylfa juveniles collected in July.
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Seasonal Distribution and Growth Comparison in the Megalopae
of Three Scylla Species
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ABSTRACT

' The megalopae of three Scylla species can be captured from Tungkang Coast of Taiwan all year round .
They were most abundant from April to September, followed in October, November and March in 1991 and the
least from December to February. The composition of megalopae varied with seasons. Among the three species,
S. paramamosain, S. serrata and S. olivacea each comprise 51.7%, 28.8%, 19.6% of the total yearly catch,
respectively. In March, S. serrata and S. paramamosain each comprised half of the total with the absence of S.
olivacea. In April, July and September, S. paramamosain is the most abundant, second by S. serrata and with S.
olivacea being the least abundant. In May, June and October, S. serrata is the most abundant, second by S.
paramamosain and with S. olivacea the least abundant. In August, S. olivacea is the most abundant, second by S.
paramamosain and with S. serrata being the least abundant. In November, S. serrata comprised more than 90%
of the total catch, S. olivacea comprise rest of them and with the absence of S. paramamosain. As for the growth,

S. serrata was the fastest; followed by S. paramamosain and S. olivacea. S. serrata also has the biggest

minimum biological size, but S. olivacea is the smallest.

Key words: Scylla serrata, S. olivacea, S. paramamosain, megalopae, distribution
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